Doctrine of the TRINI TV ſtated, * 
en eren ao 
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The Baptiſt MI NIS ERS and MESSENGERS, 7, 
Aſſembled at Olney, Bucks, May 28, 29, 1776; 


Maintaining the important Doctrines of Three equal Perſons 
in the Godhead; Eternal and Perfonal Election; Original Sin; Par- 
ticular Redemption ; Free Juſtification by the imputed Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt ; Efficacious Grace in Regeneration ; the Final Perſeverance 
of the Saints ; and the Independency, or Congregational Order, of 
the Churches of Chriſt inviolably. | "2 
To the ſeveral-Churches they repreſent, or have received Letters 
from, meeting at Nottingham, Sheepſhead, Leiceſter, Sutton, 
Arnſby, Foxton, . Okeham, Spalding, Soham, Kettering, Wal- 
grave, Northampton, Road, Olney, Carleton, and St. Albans: 
As alſo to the many Churches not yet in this Aſſociation, who, 
notwithſtanding, countenance it, by the Attendance of their Mi- 
niſters and Members :— | DP ae . 
Grace be to you, and Peace from God our Father, and from the Lord 
Jieſus Chriſt. . Gb Ta 


9 


Beloved in the Lord ! ; | 3 
2 1TH gratitude to our indulgent God, we inform you of our 
| \ N meeting together at the time and place appointed; and thro” - 
. a divine bleſſing we had a peaceable and profitable interview 
with one another, and with many of our brethren not in this aſſuciate 
connection, whom we love in the Lord. We mourg the loſs ſuſtained. 
through the abſence of a very judicious brother“, labouring under 
| threatening diſorders ; and are afraid, on theſe occaſions, - we ſhall fee 
his face no more. We-with prayer may be made to God without ceaſing. 
for him. TWO young miniſters likewiſe labour under diſcoura ing com- 
plaints, whoſe caſes alſo we hope will be remembered before the Lord. 
The Churches, in general, are in peace, and (all but one) enjoy 
ſtated means of grace, to their edification and comfort; to whom we 
| can ſincerely ſay, in the language of the Apoſtle, Brethren, aue live, if 
Lye fland faſt in the Lord: for we have no greater joy, next to the hope of 
our own falvation, than to ſee our people walking in the truth. Your 
firm adherence to the glorious goſpel, together with a converſation be- 
coming it, are the beit proofs that our labours amongſt you are not in 
yain, and afford a pleaſing proſpect of the people of our preſent care be- 
ing our future joy, and crown of rejoiciag, in the day of the Lord. 
Having, in our former annual letters, endeavoured to explain and 
defend the ſeveral doctrines of grace, commonly called Calviniſtical, 
we intended this to have been principally of a practical nature; but 
obſerving (though bleſſed be God, not among the Churches we repre- 
ſent) awful departures from, and artful oppolitions. made to, the fun- 
damental doctrine of a Trinity of Perſons in the Godhead, we think it 
our indiſpenſable duty to bear our teſtimony, in favour of the divine 
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dignity of our gracious Saviour and Sanctifier, in order that, through 
bleſſing of Soc attending our endeavours, ſaints may be built up in 
their moſt holy faith, and others be brought to the acknowledgement of 
the Aeg, of God, and of the Father, and of Chriſt. | 
Before we enter on the ſubject, it may be proper to premiſe the fol- 
lowing things, which we wiſh every reader to remember. — That the 
nature of God is incomprehenſible : Who by ſearching can find out God? 
— That Jehovah is what cannot be explained or illultrated by any crea- 
ture: in the whole extent of creation, there is no fit reſemblance of 
him, nothing to which he may be compared. Every objection, there- 
fore, againſt his being what creatures are not, is impertinent ; having 
no force, but upon the abſurd ſuppoſition, that what the Creator is, the 
creature muſt be. | 155 . 
It is unreaſonable to object to the truth of a doctrine, becauſe of its 
myſterious nature: for, it uyſtery be incompatible with reality, no man 
living can be certain of any thing, no not of his own exiſtence, much 
leſs of the exiſtence of God: for myſtery attends matter and mind 
through every modification. There is no part of the creation but 
what to man is myſterious as to its eſſence, the union of its parts, and 
its tendency towards, or influence upon others; yet none will chuſe to 
ſay, Creatures are more myſterious than the Creator.” If there 
are innumerable myſteries in nature, it is unreaſonable to expect there 
ſhould be none in revelation, wherein the incomprehenſible God is the 
ſubject treated of. The ſublime myſteries contained in the ſcripture, 
are corroborating proofs of its divine original: they are not ſelf- con- 
tradiftory, not contrary to reaſon, though ſuperior to its comprehenſi- 
on. In the doctrine we plead for, there is nothing abſurd. We do not 
ſay God is one, in the ſame ſenſe in which he is zhree; nor three, in the 
. ame reſpect in which he is oe. Neither do we pretend to believe what 
we have no proper information of, nor to underſtand that of which we 
have no conception. We believe and underſtand there are three per- 
ſons in our adorable God, becauſe we are ſo informed, in the ſcriptures ; 
but ha theſe three perſons ſubſiſt in one eſſence, we neither 4oww nor 
believe any thing concerning it, the manner how not being revealed.— 
We believe what God has declared concerning himſelf, without daring 
to aſk, How can theſe things be? : | 
Some object to the word perſon, becauſe, ſay they, the term is not 
uſed in ſcripture in reference to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; and 
plead for the Son and Holy Ghoſt, as diſtin& properties or. powers of 
the divine nature. The word property is not ſcriptural, but the Father 
is called perſon, Heb. i. 3. And we read of the perſon of Chriſt.“ 
However, if the idea be found ſcriptural, the term will appear war- 
rantable; for words are only ſounds, by which ideas of things are con- 
veyed. The word providence, as referring to God's diſpoſing and or- 
dering the affairs of the world, is not found in ſcripture; nor the 
term atisfuction, as relating to the death of Jeſus: muſt we therefore 
deny that God provides for his creatures, or that the death of Chriſt 
was ſatisfactory? Yet we have as good reaſon for both, as for the de- 
nial of the diſtin& perſonality of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. It may 
be proper before we proceed farther, to explain what we mean by 
the terms which we ſhall have occaſion to uſe, in the diſcuſſion of the 
ſubje& before us; for we do not chuſe to deal in ambiguity, but endea- 
your after great plainneſs of ſpeech, that the common reader may 
fully underſtand our deſign. | . 
By per/on, we underſt azad an intelligent agent, or one that acts with 
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will, underſtanding and deſign, not adhering to another (which is the 
idea of a property) nor a part of another (as the body, or ſoul, is a 
part of a man:) but having a real ſubſiſtence by which it is diſtinguiſn- 
ed from every other. By a nature, we underſtand that ſameneſs which 
is eſſential to every perſon of the like kind. By a being, we uncer- 
ſtand oneneſs, or unity of exiſtence. _ 
That the divine Father is a perſon, we need not ſpend time to prove, 
as few who believe a deiry, deny his perſonality. 'This being taken for 
granted, we proceed to prove that the Son and Holy Ghoſt, are likewiſe 
perſons—that they are perſons properly divine—that theſe three are the 
one living and true God—and briefly conſider the importance of the 
doctrine, with its practical uſe. _ | 

That Chriſt is a perſon, and not a divine power or property, is, we 
think, abundantly evident from the following conſiderations, taken in 
cloſe connection. | 
He is made known by perſonal names, as Jeſus, Immanuel, Chriſt, &c, 
He ſpeaks, and is ſpoken to, by perſonal pronouns, as I, thou, he, him, 
&c. He is poſſeſſed of perſonal properties, as underſtanding, will, af- 
fection, power, &c. He is inveſted with perſonal offices, as king, prophet, 
and prieſt, He ſtands in perſonal relations, and ſuſtains perſonal cha- 
racers, as a ſon, huſband, brother, ſhepherd, &c. He performs per- 
ſonal acts, The Father worketh hitherto, and I work. He is the object of 
perſonal addreſſes: many are the inſtances of his being addreſſed as a 
perſon by his divine Father, by angels, devils, good men and bad men. 
He likewiſe receives perſonal honours of the higheſt kind; which leads 
us to conſider his divinity, in connection with the idea of his perſonality z 
or, that he is a perſon properly divine. | 

In order to have a confiltent view of Jeſus Chriſt, it is proper to con- 
fider what the ſcripture ſpeaks of him, as God, as man, and as Im- 
manuel, God with us. He being God, became man, or took into 
union with himſelf human nature: for, auithout controverſy, great is the 
= mmy/tery of godlineſs, God manifeſted in the fleſh.—T he word was made fleſh, 
and dwelt among ft us. By fleſh, which he was made, is intended man, or 
the whole of human nature; hence Ze and man are uſed as convert- 
able terms, as in Deut. v. 26. Who is there of all fleſh that hath heard 
the voice of the living God ſpeaking out of the midſt of the fire, as we have, 
and lived. John xvii. 2. Thou haſt given him power over all fleſh, that 
he ſhould gige eternal life to as many as thou haſt given him. Allo fee Pſal. 
Ixv. 2. Joel ii. 28. Acts ii. 18. As the Word was made fleſh, or took upon 
him human nature,when that nature is ſpoken of, he is neceſſarily repre- 
ſented as inferior to the Father: hence Chriſt ſaid, 2 Father is greater 
than I: but this does not prove his inferiority as a perſon, for his huma- 
nity is not a perſon, it never had a diſtin ſubſiſtence of its own for a mo- 
ment, but always did, and ever will, ſubſiſt in the divine perſon that aſſum- 
ed it; therefore it is called, that holy thing, Luke i. 35. Again, conſider- 
ing Chriſt as God-man, inveſted with office-capacity, he is repreſented 
as a ſervant, though he was a ſon, and as ſuch did nothing of himſelf, 
but received commandment what he ſhould ſay and do. Theſe things 
the adverſaries of Chriſt's divine perſonality frequently alledge, as proofs of 
his inequality with the Father : but who ever thought humanity equal to 
deity? It is likewiſe allowed, a ſervant acts in a ſubordinate capacity; 
ut it cannot be from thence inferred, that he is of an inferior nature; 
for if ſo, men cannot ſerve one another, but every man's maſter is at 
leaſt an angel, and every ſervant of man, a brute. If Chriſt had not a 
nature ſuperior to human, his appearing in the form of a ſeryant could 
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not be the effect of his condeſcenſion, which it is in ſeripture declared 
to be; for there is no higher form than that of a ſervant, in which 
a mere creature may warrantably appear before God, unleſs we ſup- 

| Pole a creature under no obligation to obey its Creator. But the bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus had a nature prior to his becoming a ſervant, from which obe- 
dience was not due: Jo being in the form of God, thought it not robbery 
to be equal with God : but made himſelf of no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a ſervant, and was made in the likeneſs of men, Phil. 11. 6, 7. 
If rhe /ikene/s of men, and the form of a ſervant, denote that he was truly 
man, and really obeyed, what reaſon can be aſſigned why the form 
of God, does not intend his poſſeſſing a nature properly divine, eſpe- 
cially as it is aſſerted, He thought it no robbery to be equal with God? Had 
he been bur a creature, it would rot only have been robbery in ſome 
kind and degree, but robbery of the moſt audacious nature, to claim 
an equality with God; but Jeſus thought ſuch a claim no robbery at 
all; and yet, amazing condeſcenſion! he who was equal with God, 
became man, obeyed, and died. | | | | 
Your holy wonder we hope, brethren, will be increaſed, by the con- 
templation of the many ſcriptural proofs of his divine perſonality, a 
few of which we ſhall ſelect as follows :—He is declared to be, h. 
brightneſs of the Father's glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon, Heb. i. 3. 
If he be equal with God, as above-noted, and the expreſs image of the 
Father's perſon, then he is a divine perſon, if the Father is one, be- 
cauſe he is expreſsly the. ſame with the Father, though diſtinct from 
him—Chriſt is often declared to be, the Son of God, —his own Son, — 
Sis only begatten Son, &c. And it is evident a ſon is a diſtinct perſon 9 
from his father, and yet, of the ſame nature with him. If Chriſt is 
called the Son of man, on the account of his having real humanity, his 
being called, the Son of God, is an equal proof of his true divinity. 
It can never be proved he is called, the Son of man, for any other rea- 
ſon than his being a partaker of proper humanity ; nor his being cal- 
led, the Son of God, on any other account than what infers His perſonal 
divinity.—Chriſt is poſleſſed of divine perſonal properties, as infinite, 
unlimited underſtanding ; hence Peter appealed to. him as ſuch, ſaying, 
Lord, thou knoweſft all things, thou knoweſt that I love thee, John xxi. 17. 
To ſearch the heart is peculiar to God, I the Lord ſearch the heart, and 
declare unto man his thoughts —T hou only knoweſt the hearts of the children of 
men, 2 Chron. vi. 30. Jeſus knew what was in man; he is a diſcerner 
of the thoughts and intents of the heart, and ſays, All rhe churche; 
know that I AM he which ſearcheth the reins and hearts, Rev. ii. 23. 
He is a perſon poſſeſſed of infinite power, by which he upholdeth all 
things. Heb. i. 3. He is therefore called, /he mighty Ged, Iſa. ix. 6. 
The moſt Mighty, Pal. xlv. 3. And himſelf hath proclaimed this truth, 
as with the voice of a great trumpet, ſaving, I am—the Almighty, Rev. 
i. 8. Devils tremble before him; diſeaſes and death obey him ; the 
furious elements inſtantly acknowledge his authority ; the raging bil- 
lows reſt, the boiſterous winds forbear to breathe, if he but ſay unto 
them, Peace, be still. We might here conſider his immutability, im- 
menſity, eternity, &c. as properties of his divine perſon ; but for want 
of room, proceed to conſider his divinity, as beaming forth in theſe 
offices, relations, &c. in which he ſtands to his church, for it appears 
undeniably evident, that office-capacity is a proof of real perſonality, 
ſeeing no idea can poſſibly be formed of any power or property, human 
or divine, being a prophet, king, huſband, ſhepherd, &c. The pro- 
perties of a ſhepherd, huſbaid, king, &c. are eaſily underſtood; but 
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to talk of a property king, a property huſband, a property ſhepherd, &c. 
is folly in ce ee 1 tek offices „ Chriſt's perſon- 
ality. and therein be diſcovered his real divinity, then he is a perſon 
truly divine. As a prophet, he taught as never mau did; for he be- 
ſtowed a ſpiritual capacity, which none but God could do, as is de- 
voutly acknowledged by John, in behalf of the ſaints, ſaying, Ve 
know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an underſtanding ;— 
and concludes with holy exultation, This is the true God, and eternal 
life, 1 John v. 20. | Ty 

The blood of the ſin-atoning ſacrifice, which as a prieſt he offered 
for the pacifying offended juſtice, is called, the blood of God, Acts xx. 28. 
It is blood divine, as the nature offered as a ſacrifice, was in union 
with the Son of God. From thence aroſe its value and virtue, to pur- 
chaſe and purify. The blood of Jeſus Chriſt his Son cleanſeth us from all 


fin. It is therefore emphatically called, Precious blobd, 1 Peter i. 19. 


Such things are never ſaid of the blood of Abel, or Zacharias; nor 

ſuch effects aſcribed to the blood of any of the bleſſed martyrs, though 

by it they ſealed their teſtimony in favour of the cauſe of God. 
Infallible teſtimonies are borne to his divine dignity, conſidered as 


a king. The church looks to him as her incarnate God. enthroned, 


ſaying, Gird thy fword upon thy thigh, O moſt mighty, Pſal. xlv. 3. The 
eternal Father ſpeaking to his Son, ſays, Thy throne, O God, is for ever, 
and ever, Heb. 1. 8. 5 8 Fo 
Through his perſonal relations and characters, his divinity ſhines. 
He is the church's everlaſting Father, whoſe goings forth have been 


from of old, from everlaſting, J½% ix. 6. Mic. v. 2. By whom the 


whole family of believers will be preſented faultleſs, before the throne 
of God, as the children given him from the foundation of the world: 
to him the church is eſpouſed as a chaſte virgin, 2 Cor. xi. 2. and 
called, The bride, the Lumb's wife, Rev. xxi. 9. And to her, as a wo 
man grieved in ſpirit, the prophet was ſent with the following chear- 
ing meſſage, Fear not,—thy MAKER 7s thine huſband; Fehovah of hoſts 


8s his name: and thy redet mer, the holy One of Ijrael, the God of the 


ac hole earth ſhall de be called; and adds, With everlaſting kindneſs will 
4 have mercy on thee, ſaith the Lord thy redeemer, Ia. liv. 4.—8. 

A ihepherd is a perſonal character: to him, as ſuch, the Father hath 
committed the care of his choſen flock; and when juſtice, armed with 
vengeance, proceeded to obtain ſatisfaction from Chriſt for their treſ- 


| Palles, the Father's aul, and yet honorable language reſpecting Imma- 


nuel, was, Awake, O ſword, againſt my ſhepherd, and againſt» the man 
that is my felloaw, (i. e. my intimate, my equal) /aith the Lord of Hoſts : 
/mite the ſhepherd, &c. Zech. xiii. 7, With what affection and faith did 
David ſpeak of him, when he ſaid, The Lord is my ſhepherd, I Pall not 
wan?, This comfortable concluſion, was inferable only from his ſhep- 
herd being Jenovan, P/al. xxiii. 1. Jeſus acknowledged the charac- 
ter, ſaying, I am the good Shepherd. ] give my life for the ſheep. He is 
called the chief Shepherd, 1 Pet. v. 4. Yet the ſhepherd of lirael is fre- 
quently invoked by the name of Jehowah, God of hoſts, &c. Pſalm laxx. 

The perſonal acts of Chriſt, likewiſe, prove his Divinity. On theſe 
he reſted the evidence of his Deity, in the days of his fleſh, Jobn x. 
37, 38. The miracles which he wrought, and the power he gave to 

is diſciples to work miracles in his AME, were proofs of his claim to 
Deity in his own right. Pardon of fin is an act of God: Ibo can for- 
&*ve ſins but C? Chriſt forgave ſin. Cbriſt, faith Paul, forgave pon, 
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Col. iii. 13. Perſons confer gifts; The gift of God is eternal life, Rom. 
vi. 23. J, ſaith Jeſus, give unto them eternal life, John x. 28. Salva- 
tion claims God as its author : /atvation is of the Lord, Dan. ii. 9. J. 
even I am the Lord, and beſides me there is no Saviour, Iſa. xliii. 11. Chriſt 
is expreſsly called, God our Saviour, Tit. i. 3. Heaven is the kingdom 
of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. The ſaints look for him, as, 
The great Cod, and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, Tit. ii. 13. Neither is thers 
falvation in any other, Acts iv. 12. He only is the author of eternal ſal- 
vation, Heb. v. 9. The name JESUS, was given him, becauſe he ſhould 
fave his people from their fins, (Matt. i. 21.) which he is able to do to the 
very uttermoſt. He is therefore Jehovah ; who ſays, there is no Sa- 
viour beſides me, Ho/. xiii. 4. Judging is a perſonal act; and none but 
a divine perſon can bring every fecret thing into judgment. It is a 
ſmall thing to be judged of man's judgment, who can only judge ac- 
cording to appearance; but he that judgeth me, ſaith Paul, is the Lord, 
who will bring ts light the hidden things of darkneſs, and will make mani- 
feſt the counſels of the heart, 1 Cor. iv. 45. For He (Chriſt) farcheth the 
reins and hearts, and will give unto every one of you according to your works, 
Rev. ii. 23. Remember, brethren, we muit all ſtand before the judg- 
ment-ſeat of Chriſt, where every maſk will be removed, and every per- 
fon appear in his true character. hen, in that day, it ſhall be ſaid by all 
the faints, Lo, this is our God, we have waited for him, and he will ſave 
ws : this is the Lord, aue have waited for him, abe will be glad, and rejoice 
in his ſalvation, Iſa. xxv. 9. Then will the faners in Zion be afraid, fear- 
fulneſt will furprize the hypocrite ; for every eye ſhall ſee him, and they allo 
which pierced bim: and all kindreds of the earth fall wail becauſe of him. 


But the whole family of heaven will, with calmneſs, view the dreadful 


conſternation of the wicked ; and though many of their former ac- 
quaintances and relations be ſeen among the trembling crond, the ſaints 
will feel no diſtreſſing emotion, intirely acquieſcing in his righteous 
procedure, will ſay, Ever /o, amen, Rev. i. 7. Then the oppofers of 
Chrift's Divinity will be obliged ro acknowledge (oh! that they may 
obtain mercy to rejoice in) this truth, that though he Father judgeth ns 
man, yet Ged ts judge himjelf. Selah, Pſal. I. 6. 

We ſhall only mention one act more, as demonſtrative of Chriſt's 
perſonal Divinity, which is, Creation. This is expreſsly aſcribed to our 
Lord Jeſus, as well as to the Father: For by him were all things created 
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, viſible and inviſible, whether they 
be thrones, or dominions, or principalitics, or powers ; all things were created 
by bim, and for him and he is before all things, and by him all things con- 
i, Col. i. 16, 17. All things were made by him, and awithout him was 
not any thing made that was made, John i. 3. The world was made by him; 
and the world knew him not, ver. 10. The Father, ſpeaking to him, 
faith, Thea, Lord, in the beginning haft laid the foundation of the earth : 
and the heavens are the works of thine hands, Heb. i. 10.—The oppoſers of 
the doctrine we plead for (in general) acknowledge creation to be a 
proof of Chriſt's diſtin perſonality, yet deny his being a perſon pro- 
perly divine. The Arians fay, he is a perſon of a nature ſuperior to 
angels, and inferior to God: that he was created by the Father, and 
employed in creation ; and is to be worſhipped as an inferior God. 
Thus their enmity to a plurality of divine perſons in Jehovah, leads 
them to the heatheniſh doctrine of a plurality of gods, notwithſtanding 
the ſolemn declarations of the Moſt High to the contrary : Thus /aith 
the Lord, the king of iſrael, and his redeemer the Lord of hoſts ; I am the firſt, 
and { em the laſt ; and beſides me there ts nn God. — Is there a God befrdes 
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#2 2—1 know wot any, Iſa. xliv. 6, 8. Thox Halt hawe no other gods be- 
fore me : — Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and bim only ſhalt thou 
ere. The Apoſtle charges thoſe with ignorance of God, who did ſer- 
vice to them who by nature are no gods, Gal. iv. 8. | 7. 
According to the Arians, Chriſt is not God by nature; therefore 
no ſervice of a religious kind was ever due to him, according to Paul's 
reaſoning. Hence it follows, that Chriſt is either the true God, or 
properly no God at all. As Chriſt has not a divine nature, according 
to the Arians, neither has he the nature of man: they ſay he is of a 
nature ſuperior to angels. Man is of a nature inferior to the angelic 
order: Thou madeft him, ſays the Apoſtle, à little lower than the angels. 
As then the Arian-Chriſt is not by nature either God, angel, or man, 
we do not wonder the ſcriptures are ſo ſilent about him, for ſuch a be- 
ing perhaps exiſteth no where, but in their own imagination; which, 
XX doubtleſs, is a becoming reſidence for ſuch a deity. thers, penetrated 
RE with a conviction that a plurality of perſons were employed in creation, 
| and not willing to admit a plurality of divine perſons, have, like the 
| Arians, ſubſtituted the idea of a creating creature, which they call the 
ſoul of Chriſt : though they acknowledge it to be of a nature valtly in- 
| ferior to what the Arians imagine Jeſus to be, yet think religious wor- 
| ſhip is its due. We lament, greatly lament, the fall of ſeveral into this 
| abſurd ſentiment, who have not yet repented to give God glory; and 
we rejoice that ſome have repented. That the bleſſed Jeſus has a foul, 
| which was exceeding ſorrowtul, and which was made an offering for 
| ſin, we believe, and therein rejoice ; but that his ſoul exiſted before his 
body, wants proof. That Chriſt had a pre-exiſtent nature, is evident; 
for, ſaith he, Before Abraham was, I AM: but that was not his foul, 
but his divine Perſon ; for, in the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
ab, with God, and the Word was Ged. 7 he ſame was in the beginning 
ewith God, He was with God, as a diſtinct per/on, and was Gea, being 
of the ſame nature and eſſence with the Father. This perſon, who was 
| with God in the beginning, and was God, took upon him atterwards a 
nature, which he had not in the beginning; therefore it was not the 
| human ſou], for that did not take upon it any other different nature. 
It was an act of condeſcenſion in Chriit, not to take upon him the na- 


$ | ture of angels, but the ſeed of Abraham, the nature of man, which 
r could not be ſaid of the human foul, unleſs it be thought an act of con- 
4 | deſcenſion for an inferior nature not to aſſume a ſuperior one: it is the 
y | ſame as ſaying, he muſt be a man of great humility, that is conteut 
4 | with the nature in which he is created. Beſides, how could Chritt's 
- human nature, with propriety, be ſaid to take upon it human nature ?. 
$ 


But theſe difficulties vanith, if we take things as they are laid down in 
| the word, that he that was God was mace tleſh, and dwelt among us, 
or became man; Immanuel, God with us. Beſides, the foul of Chritt 
Vas not a perton, as has been noted: it being called a man, does not 
Prove its perſonality; for the body of Adam was ſo called, as it is writ- 
| ten, The Lord God formed man of the duſt of the ground, and breatbed into 
A neſirils the breath of life ; and man became a lrving foul. It is urged, 
E] that Chriit is called tne ſecond man, the Lord from heaven; but this 
| 20 more proves that the foul of Chriſt pre-exiſted in heaven, than its 


A being faid, The firſt man was of the earth, earthy ; proves that Adam's 
s | foul pre- exiſted in the ground. But luppoſing his ſoul did pre-exiſt, 
5 oy being employed in creation, ſeems contrary to reaſon and revelation z 
h lord 15 reaſonable to ſuppoſe the cauſe greater than the effect, the 
, | Creator greater than what is created by him; but unleſs a human foul 
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„ 
be of a nature ſuperior, or at leaſt equal, to the heavenly hoſt, the effect 
maſt be greater than the cauſe: an inferior nature may be raiſed to 
ſuperior dignity, as is the caſe with the humanity of Jeſus, as it ſtands : 
in union with the Son of God, but the author of a fuperior nature it 
cannot be. If a creature could create, the worſhip of a creature would 
be not only excuſable, but neceſſary; for it ſeems fit and every way 
tight, for creatures to adore the author of their exiſtence ; but the 
great Apoſtle declares, that worſhip given to a creature is inexcuſable, 
Becauſe that which may be known of God, is manifeft in them ; for 
God hath ſhewn it unto them. For the inviſible things of him from the 
creation of the world are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the things that 
are made, even his eternal power and Godhead: ſo that they are without 
excuſe, Rom. i. 19, 29 But how is eternal power, &c. clearly ſeen in 
creation, if a creature can create? Beſides, the earlieſt creature once 
exiſted not: there was a period when itſelf was created: and if this 
creature created every thing, ſo that without it, was not any thing 
made, which was made, (which was the caſe reſpecting Chriſt) then this, 
creating creature muſt have created itſelf, and exerted its powers before 
it had any, in order to have them; and have exiſted before it did exiſt. 
Such abſurdities men run into, when they depart from the path of plain 
truth: but ſuch there were in the Apoſtle's days, who prefelſing them/elwves 
10 be wiſe, became fools, Rom. i. 22. As a creature cannot be the cauſe, 
neither does it ſeem probable it could be an inſtrument in creation: a 
| creating inſtrument muſt either be employed before the creature to be 
produced be created, or after : not before, becauſe eee not any 
| thing exiſting for an inſtrument to work upon, /or be employed about: 
not after, becauſe, when the creature is produced, it is too late for an 
inſtrument to be employed in creating it. . I 
The work of creation ſeems to be ot ſuch a nature, as not to admit of 
the inſtrumentality of any one: however, the bleſſed Jeſus was not an 
inſtrument, but, with the Father and Holy Ghoſt, the one efficient 
cauſe: for if no creature could create, and yet Chriſt created all things, 
then is the bleſſed Jeſus a perſon truly divine. But let us appeal to 
ſcripture for a determination of this point, that though there were evi- 
dently a plurality employed in creation, yet whether the perſons were 
not ſo united, as to be included in the one only living and true God; 
or whether there was then with God any other being, as a /ittle God, ac- 
cording to the Arians, or a great man, according to the new Sabellians. 
Thus ſaith the Lord that created the heavens; God himſelf that formed tht 
earth, and made it; he hath eſtabliſhed it, he created it, — he formed it, —I 
am the Lord; and there is none elſe, Iſa. xIv. 18. which ALONE ſpreadeth 
aut the heavens, Job ix. 8. Thus ſaith the Lord thy redeemer, and bd that 
formed thee from the awomb; I am the Lord that maketh all things ; that 
ftretcheth out the heavens ALONE; that ſpreadeth abroad the earth BY MY- 
SELF, Iſa. xliv. 24. Thus it appears, from the perſonal acts of Chriſt, 
and particularly from creation, that he is a divine perſon, different from 
the Father, and yet, in nature and eſſence, one with him: I and my Fa- 
ther are one. As Chriſt is one with the Father, and, as ſuch, the author 
of creation, the voice of reaſon proclaimeth him worthy of the ſame 
honour : and revelation directs all men to honour the Son, even as they- 
bonoar the Father, "5 v. 23. which is a further proof of Chriſt's per- 
ſonal Divinity: for, if the Father be honoured as a. divine perſon, 
and the ſame honour be due to the Son, the Son ought to be honoured 
by all, as a perſon truly divine. The honourable names, whereby true 
Deity is diſtinguiſhed, and God the Father known, are applied to Chriſt Wl 
— In 2 Y 
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1 s IE 
in the ſcriptures of truth, as God, true God, great God, mighty God, 
Lord God, God over all, the God of Iſrael, the God of Abraham, the 
God of the whole earth, Jehovah, Adonai [Lord], -Lord of hoſts, King 
of kings, Lord of lords, I am that Lam, 2 and Omega, Firſt and 
Laſt, All in All, &c. Again, It is very obſervable, that Chriſtians of 
old were diſtinguiſned from others in every place, by their calling on 
the name of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, ſee 1 Cor. i. 2. ' As ix. 14.—17. 
T ſaid, O my God, take me not away in the midft of my days: thy" years 
are throughout all generations. Of old haſt thou laid the foundation of the 
earth, and the heavens are the work of thy hands. They ſhall periſh, — they 
ſhall be changed: but thou art the ſame, and thy years Gall have no end. 
Pſal. cii. 24,—27- Which pſalm is entitled, A prayer of the affſic 

ed, when he is overwhelmed, and poureth out his complaint before 
« the Lord.” Yet in Heb. i. 10,—12. it is expreſsly applied to our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; ſo that he is the Lord, to whom the afflicted and over- 
whelmed pour out their complaint: agreeable to which, Stephen, when 
ſtoned, died, calling upon God, faying, Lord Feſus, receive my ſpirit == 
Lord, lay not this fin to their charge, Acts vii. 59, 60. But if Jeſus Chriſt 


be not God the Lord, the holy pſalmiſt, and the author of the epiſtle 


to the Hebrews, were guilty of an horrid ſin, in direQting the afflifted 
to apply for relief to a mere creature; and- Stephen the famous mar- 
tyr, died in the very act of idolatry ; and the primitive chriſtians were 
diſtinguiſhed in every place, for their invariable attachment to an idol. 
Chriſt and his apoſtles were corrupters of religion, rather than reform- 
ers, if jeſus was not a divine perſon ; for inſtead of the idols being abo- 
liſhed by them, as was predicted, Zech. xiii. 2. Ja. ii. 10, — 22. they 
eſtabliſhed an idolatry of the molt dangerous kind. — Further, Chriſt 
is likewiſe the ſaint's truſt. We (viz. the apoſtles) truſted in Chrift. In 
whom ye alſo truſted, after ye heard the word of truth, Eph. i. 12, 13. 
And in his name ſhall the Gentiles truſt, Matt. xii. 21. One prophet ſays, 
Ceaft from mun,—wherein is he to be accounted of ? Ia. ii. 22. Another, 
Curſed be the man that truſteth in man, and maketh fieſh his arm, Jer. xvii. 5. 
A third, when ſpeaking of Chritt, ſays, Bleſed are all they that put 
their truſt in him, Pſal, ii. 12. Which ſurely proves to a demonſtrati- 
on, that the ſaints were all deluded, if Jeſus is not truly divine. 

It is very deſirable to know what thoſe who were ſo attached to Chriſt 
on earth, think and ſay about him now they are in heaven, where e- 


very miſtake is reRified, and with whom the angelic hoſt unite. Well, 


with a brief rehearſal of authentic intelligence from thence, we ſhall 
conciude this part of our letter. John, the beloved diſciple, being ze 


| zoe ſpirit on the Lord's day, heard a great voice behind him, as of a trum- 


pet, Jaying, I am Alpha and Omega, the firſt and the laft ;—<what thou feſt, 
write in a book, and ſend it unto the churches. —He turned to ſee who it ava, 
that ſpoke to him, and behold, it was his aſcended Jeſus, loudly pro- 


2 | claiming his own dignity and authority. John was all attention, and 
= being introduced to the portal of glory, he ſaw the happy attendants 
of the heavenly ſovereign round about the throne, and the number of 


; | hell will at laſt 


| ; | th em was, Ten thouſand times ten thouſand, and thouſands of thouſands , 
on with à loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive 
7 Pow:'r, and riches, and wiſdom, and ftrength, and honour, and glory, and 


ng. And every creature in heaven, earth, and ſca, he heard in ſweet 
concord, ſaying, Bleſſing, honour, glory, and power, be unts him that fit- 
teth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever, ſee Rev. i. 10. 
11. and chap. v. 12, 13. It ſeems as if none but the inhabitants of 
be found reluctant to honour and give glory to our dear 
* 1 Immanuel, - 


. 
Immanuel. We hope, brethren, you and we ſhall ere long join the hea- 
venly choir, and in holy rapture ſing and ſay, Unto him that lowed us, 
and waſhed us from our fins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and 
priefts unto God and his Father ; to him be glory and dominion, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

We now proceed to conſider the divine perſonality of the Holy Ghoft, 
which is by many denied in our day. There are two contrary me- 
thods taken to oppoſe this precious article of your faith. Some ac 
knowledge his perſonality, but deny his divizity ; and aſſert that he is 

| a creature created by Chriit, and ſo inferior to him, though fa ertor 
| to angels. In anſwer to this, we refer you to what is faid above, re- 
| lating to a fuppoſed ſuper-angelic creature. Others deny his perſon- 
| ality, and fay, that by the Holy Ghoſt is intended the energy or power 
of God. That the extraordinary operations, or works and gifts of God, 
are ſometimes called the Holy Ghof?, we readily grant; but that ſup- 
poſeth the perſonal exiitence of the Holy Ghoſt, as the author of them. 
Would the law ever have been called Mees, if there never had been 
| ſuch a perſon as Moſes by whom it was given? no; nothing more 
| unlikely. * | 5 | 
| That the Holy Ghoſt is a perſon, appears evidently from the follow- 
ing conſiderations. He is the ſubject of power, of knowledge, of will 
| or choice, of affection, as love, grief, anger :—ſpeaks, and is ſpoken to: 
| —is ſent, and ſends others. He is the ſubjert af; power :—we frequently 
read of the power of the Holy Ghoſt. Paul did mighty ſigns and won- 
ders, by the power of the Spirit of God, Rom. xv. 19. And the ſaints 
abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghoff, Rom. xv. 13. For 
our goſpel came not unto you in word only, but alſo in power, and in the 
Holy Gbeſt, 1 Theſ. i. 5. If the Holy Ghoſt be not a powerful perſon, 
but a power or property of the divine Being, then the reading in the 
two firſt paſſages ſhould have been, The power of the power, and in the 
laſt, The word came in power, and in the power : but the impropriety of 
ſuch a reading is ſufficiently evident. —He is poſſeſſed of a mind: 7% 
mind of the Spirit, Rom. viii. 27. And is the ſubject of knowledge, Te 
— things of God knoweth no man but the Spirit. And of will or choice; 
Paul ſpeaking of the diverſity of gitts for the churches edification, 
ſays, All theſe worketh that one and the ſelf ſame ſpirit, dividing to every 
| man ſeverally as he auill, 1 Cor. xii. 11. Hence the advice ſent by the 
= Gentile churches, /cemed good to the Holy Gheft, Acts xv. 28.—Speech, 
| properly conſidered, is a perſonal act. Now the Spirit ſpeaketh expreſil;, 
1 1 Tim. iv. 1. The Spirit entered into me, and ſet me upon my fret, and 
f Pale with me, and ſaid unto me, Go, &c. Ezek. iii. 24. He ſpeaks with 
2 deſign and authority, which implies perſonality. The Spirit ſaid unte 
Philip, Go join thyſelf to this chariot, Acts viii. 29. And while Peter 
theught on the viſien, the Spirit ſaid unto him, Behold, three men ſeek thee. 
| | Ariſe 


Such a mode of ſpeaking is common; as a perſon, for inſtance, lately ſaid, “ Ob- 

ce ſerving in Fletcher many fpecious arguments in favour of the merit of works, and 

** feverai horrid inferences drawn from the doctrines of free grace, charged to the account 

© of the defenders of thoſe doctrines; I re-confidered the ſubject, and examined Gill, 

„ Brine, Toplady, and others; and comparing one with another, the arguments appear 

« weak, and the charges wicked.“ Now it is plain, that he meant by Fletcher, the works 

of the Rev, Mr, F , of —, and ſo of the reſt; yet though the works, and not 

| the perions, of theſe great men were intended, would ever ſuch works have been calle: 
; Fletcher, Gill, Brine, &c. if there had never been ſuch perſons exiſting, as authors of 
ſuch performances? ſurely they would not. So that divine operations or works, being 
| e led the Holy Ghoſt, is a proof that there is ſuch a perſon, rather than that there is no 
petion of that name, 
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„ | 
Ariſe therefore and get ibes down, and go with them, doubting not hing? for 
1 have ſent them, Acts x. 19, 20. The Holy Ghoſt ſaid, Separate me 
Barnabas and Saul, for the work whereunto I have called them, Acts xiii. 
2. They were forbidden of the Holy Ghoſt to preach the word in Aſia, Acts 
xvii. 6. Agrecable to which is Paul's ſolemn charge to the elders, 
Feed the flock of God, over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made you overſeers, 
Acts xx. 28. The ſame great apoſtle intreats a ſhare in the prayers of 
the ſaints, for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, and zhe love of rhe Spirit, 


| Rom. xv. 30. And ſpeaks of him as one with whom believers have 


fellowſhip, Phil. ii. 1. Which implies he is a perſon and not a pro- 
perty ; and therefore he cautions the ſaints againſt grieving him, Eph. iv. 
30. For it went ill with Iſrael when they rebelled and vexed him, 
Ja. Ixiii. 10. In a word, he helpeth the infirmities of the ſaints, 
makes interceſſion in them, guides them into all truth, comforts them 
in trouble, and ſeals them unto the day of redemption. Theſe things 
prove his perſonality: and that he is a perfon iin from the Father 
and the Son, is clear from his being called AxorHER Comforter, ſent 
by the Father and the Son. He (the Father) hath ſent his Spirit into 


Jour hearts. I will pray the Father, ſaith Chriſt, and he will ſend you 


another Comforter, Again, I will ſend him unto you, John xvi. 7. He 
who is ſent, is certainly a diſtinct perſon from him or them by whom 
he is ſent : agreeable to which Chriſt ſaid, V hen the Spirit of truth it 
come, he will guide you into all truth: for he ſhall not ſpeak of himſelf, but 
avhatſoever he fhall hear, that ſhall he ſpeak and he will ſhew you things 
to come. He fall glorify me, for he fall receive of mine, and ſhall ſhew 
it unto you. How very often is the Holy Ghoſt ſpoken of in this ſix- 
teenth chapter of John, by the perſonal pronoun, be, as a perſon 
diſtin from the Father and the Son, who ſent him and ſpeaks 
of him. | 

That the Holy Ghoſt is a divine perſon, appears equally evident 
alſo from the following things.— | | 

Baptiſm, a ſolemn a& of religious worſhip, is commanded to be per- 
formed in his name, as well as in the name of the Father and the Son. 
As believers are choſen by the Father, ranſomed by the Son, and re- 
newed by the Holy Ghoſt, they therein are directed to devote them- 
ſelves to God in each perſon, and in ſo doing they declare by whoſe 
authority they appear in a religious charter, even in the name of the 
Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. That ſuch a procedure 
is the believer's reaſonable ſervice, appears not only from the divine 
injunction, but from creation, which proves the Holy Ghoſt's proper di- 
vinity. For by him were the heaven's garniſhed, Job xxvi. 13. He 


moved upon the face of the waters: and ſaith Elibu, The Spirit of 


God hath made me, Job xxxiii. 4. Again, the Holy Ghoſt is called God: 
Why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghoſt ? ſaith the apoſtle 
to the deceiver; Why haſt theu conceived this thing in thine heart © thou 
haſt not lied unto men, but unto Ged. Moreover, when Peter defended 
his conduct in going to the Gentiles, he reſted his defence on this, The 
Spirit bade me go: and concludes, Vat was I, that I could withſtand 


| God? Acts xi. 12,17, Saints are called, The temple of God: The tem- 


ple of God is holy, which temple ye are, 1 Cor. iii. 16. Know ye not that 
Jour bodies are the temple of the Holy Ghoſt ? 1 Cor. vi. 19. And it is well 
known that a temple is ever conſidered as the reſidence of Deity. He 
is omniſcient, For the Spirit ſcarcheth all things, 1 Cor. ii. 10. Omni- 
preſent, P/al. cxxxix. 7. Eternal, Heb. ix. 14. Is the object of prayer; 
The Lord direct your hearts into the love of Ged, and int the paticut wait- 

e B 2 ng 


1 

ing for Chrif, 2 Theſ. iti. 5. And very ſignificant is the apoſtle's be- 
nediction, 2 Cor. xill. 14. The grace of our Lord Feſus Chrift, and the 
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghoſt, be. with you all. Amen. 
We may farther obſerve, that if there are three perſons in God, as 
appears to us evident, for the reaſons before given, it is natural to ex- 
= that Jehovah will be found in ſcripture ſpeaking of himſelf, or ſpo- 
en of, in ſuch a manner as includes a plurality. If on examination, 
nothing of that Kind could be met with in the ſacred volume, a 
lover of truth might be kept in a ſtate of heſitation : but no objec- 
tion of that nature can be brought againſt the doctrine, for which we 

plead ; for, many are the inſtances of ſuch a mode of ipeaking in ſcrip- 
ture, as are not only agreeable to a plurality of perſons in God, but 
which are incapable of any other conſtruction : a few of which we ſhall 
mention. Paſſing by the many plural names given the Almighty, 
Joined with ſingular verbs, which are much to our purpoſe, we ſhall 
only mention ſuch inftances as are plain to the moſt common capacity, 
as Gen. i. 25. Aud God ſaid, Let vs make man in OUR image, after OUR 
likeneſs. The pronouns «s and cr, denote a plurality, or more than 
one, whoſe image and /i4-ne/5 is the ſame; or a plurality of perſons, 
and one God, it being evident that God, and none elſe, was employed 
in creation. The like mode of ſpeech is uſed in Gen. iii. 22. Again, 
in Gen. xi. 7. The Lord ſaid, Let us go town, and there confound their lan- 
guage. So the Lord ſcaticred the people, ver. 8. Iſaiah ſays, I ſaw alſo 
the Lord fitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the 
remple: Aljo 1 heard the woice of the Lord, ſaying, Whom ſhall J ſend, 
and who will go for us ? Then jaid J, Here em I; ſend me. And he 
aid, Go, &cA Jia. vi. 1,9. The pronouns I and he, diſcover unity, 
or that there is but one God, one divine Being; but the pronoun 25, 
conveys the idea of a plurality. And when that very commiſſion which 
was given to Iſaiah was recited by John, he decl-res, that %% things 
Jaid Efaias when he ſaw his (Chriſt's) glory, and ſpake of bim, tee John 
Xii. 41. And what the prophet declares, was ſpoken by the Lord of 
hoſts whom he ſaw, ſee Acts xxviii. 25, — z Well fpake the Holy Ghoſt, 

y Ejatas the prophet, Sc. Therefore the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
were the vs, whoſe meſſenger the prophet was; even the King, rhe Lord 
of hefts. In Iſaiah xli. 21,23. the holy One of Iſrael, the Creator, 
is ſpeaking to falſe deities, after this manner; Produce your cauſe, ſaith 
the Lerd; bring forth your flrong reaſons, ſaith the King of Jacob. Let 
them fhew the former things what they be, that WE may conſider them, 
and know the latter end of them; or declare US things fer to come. Shew 
the things that are to come hereafter, that WE may know that ye are gods" 
yea, do gecd or do evil, that WE may be dijmayed, and behold it together. 
In verſe 25. the Lord again uſeth the ſingular pronoun, I, I have raiſed 
bim up, Oc. In like manner the watcher who ordered Nebuchadnez- 
zar to be cut down as a ſpreading tree, is called the watchers, Dan. iv. 
12, 14, 17. And in chap. v. 18. it is ſaid, The moſt high God gave 10 
Nebucladnexxar a kingdom, and majejly, and glory : It is added, And THEY 
took his glory from him, ver. 20. Yet it is plain, that none but the 
great God who gave him the glory, took it away, as the humbled 
monarch acknowledged. In many more paſlages, a plurality in God 
appears, ſuch as, Z he Lerd raincd upon Sodom and Gomorrah brimſtone 
ard fire, From the Lord cut of heaven, Gen. xix. 24. O, our God, hear 
the prayer of thy ſervant, for the Lord's ſake, Dan. ix. 17. I will have 
| mercy upon the houſe of Judah, and will ſave them by the Lord their God. 
| »—T be Father raiſety up the dead, and quickeneth them; even ſo the Sen 
| = | quickeneth 


Jer eur Redeemer, the Lord ef poſs is his name, the Holy One of Iſrael, If, xlvii. 4. 
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vickeneth aubom he avill, John v. 21. It is the Spirit that quickeneth— 
our mortal bodies, John vi. 63. Rom. viii. 11. It is God who quicken- 
eth all things, 1 Tim. vi. 13. From theſe teſtimonies it plainly ap- 
pears to us, that There are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, 


' the Ward, and the Holy Ghoſt : and theſe three are one, 1 John v. 7. They 


are ſufficiently diſtin& to denominate them three perſons, and fo cloſe- 
ly united as to be one God. Agreeable to the ſolemn declaration, 
Hear, O 1jrael ! the Lord thy God it one Lord. To whom 
be glory for ever. Amen. 3 
We ſhall now conclude, brethren, with an improvement of the ſub- 
ject, by pointing out to you its importance and uſe. This doctrine is 
ſo important, that every capital truth in the bible is either founded 
upon it, or in cloſe connection with it. Without this there could be 
no eternal covenant ; becauſe, if Chriſt be not a divine Perſon, there 
was no contracting party from eternity, ſet up as man's repreſentative; 
for, before time, a creature could not exiſt. If Chriſt therefore be not 
a divine Perſon, once there was no covenant, once no head of the 


church, no bleſſings of grace treaſured up for her, no mercy prepared, 


no election, no ſurety, no tranſaction of any kind between the Father 
and the Son, becauſe once there was no Son of God, no divine Fa- 
ther. If Chriſt be only a creature, theſe conſequences naturally fol- 
low, But Chriſt as our repreſentative, Was ſet up from everlaſting, or 
ever the earth was ; whoſe goings forth, in our favour, have been from 0 

cld, from everlaſting, Mic. v. 2. and is likewiſe the ſaints dwelling-place 
trom everlaſting. to everlaſting, P/al. xc. 1. Ia whom grace was given 
the church before the world began, 2 Tim. i. 9. The mercy ot the 
Lord, in him, is from everlaſting to everlaſting, P/al. ciii. 17. And 
the work of redemption has been carried on according to the eternal 
purpoſe, purpoled in Chrift Jeſus our Lord, Zh. iii. 11. It is like- 
wife owing to his divine perſonality, that his righteouſneſs is of a na- 
ture imputable to ſinners. For the law had no natural claim upon 
him; which it would have had, was he a mere man: but his obedi- 
ence being the obedience of God-man, reflects honor on the law, and 
digniſies it more than the combined obedience of men and angels, 
could ever have done. Thereby, the law is magnified and made ho- 
nouravle, its author becoming its fulfiller ; who is therefore called, Je- 
hevah cur rightcouſae/s. In æubam all the ſeed of 1jracl fhall be juſtified, aud 
all glory, jer. xxiit. 6. Iſa. xlv. 25. | | 5 
Had he not been a divine perſon, he could not have atoned for ſin; 
for the redemption of a man's ſoul is precious, and it ceaſeth for ever, 
in reſpect of its being accompliſhed by any of the mere human race; 
New of them can by any. means redeem his brother, or give to God à ran- 
Jom for him, Pſal. xlix. 7, 8. Sin hath incurred the diſpleaſure of God, 
which is 77n:te diſpleaſure. His wrath is ſo intenſe, no mere creature 
could ſuſtain it. Iufinite puniſhment in reſpect of duration, is the 
demerit of every tranſgreſſion. Therefore every ſinner may be juſtly 
jnterrogated with an, 1s not thy wickedneſs great, and thine inigui- 
7res inſinite? Job xxii. 5. How valuable then muſt the price of 
redemption be, which merits an exemption from puniſhment, not of 
one ſinner only, but of ten thouſand times ten thouſand, and thou- 
ſands of thoufands z the tranſgreſſions of each one of them being more 
than the hairs of their heads, which cannot be numbered. Let others 
plead, if they pleaſe, for redemption procured by a mere creaturez we 
hope, brethren, you and we ſhall with the church of old for ever ſing, As 


Was 
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Was not our Jeſus a perſon truly divine, he would not only have 
been extremely deficient, as to merit, attending his blood and righ- 
teouſneſs ; but likewiſe utterly incapable of a full acquaintance with 
his people, their numerous enemies, wants, and miſeries : or to render 
them happy, either here or hereafter. For every creature is circum- 
ſcribed, or bounded, in all reſpects. A creature cannot be every where 
at the ſame time. To fill heaven and earth, is the underived and un- 
communicable property of God. Do not J "ca heaven and earth, ſaith the 
Lerd? but how would that prove Jehovah's deity, if a creature could 
riſe up and ſay, and /o do JI. It would quite confound finite powers to 
attend to the many thouſands of millions that are perpetually addreſſ- 
ing him in heaven, crying to him by night and day from every part of 
the earth, and to watch every motion, and take cognizance of every 
thought and action. of friends, and foes, thro? the vaſt empires of heaven, 
earth, and hell. How could a mere creature-Chriſt do all this, and ink- 
nitely more? but, brethren, your Jeſus being a divine perſon, he can 
and will make good his promiſe to bleſs and be with his people where 
ever they meet in his name; and will never leave the meaneſt indivi- 
dual that truſts in him: to each he ſays, I wwz!/ net leave thee; and to 
his whole church and collective intereſt, miniſters and people, he faith, 

. Lo! I am with you always, to the end of the world. Amen, It need not give 
2 pain how to let the Saviour know your ſorrows and wants. He 
ears the groans of the priſoners, yea, is a diſcerner of the thoughts, 
| and intents of the heart. He knows howsto ſympathize, and ſuccour, 
guide, govern, ſeek, and fave. Every whiſper reaches his ear, and 
| every ſigh his heart. He is acquainted with every deſign formed on 
| earth, againſt his people, or in the dark world of hell.—He knows how 
| to deliver the godiy out of temptation, or ſupport them in it, and pro- 
| fit them by it. Paul felt his grace ſufficient, and power prevalent ; for, 
| is there any thing too hard for God ? no: he who bears up the pillars 
of the earth, can well ſupport a faint. Jeſus being Jehovah, Upholaing 
all thirgs by the word of his power, Heb. i. 3. is able to give power to 
the faint, and ſtrength to them who have no-might. The believer 
therefore may well tay, I can do all things, through Chriſt Rrengthening 
me. And with the greateſt propriety our Lord ſaid, Without me ye can 
do nothing. Truſt, therefore, in the Lord for ever; for in the Lord je- 
hovah-Jeſus is everlaſting ſtrength. Take courage, ye drooping ſaints, 
and in the name of the Lord, ſet up your banners, and through your 
incarnate God do valiantly, in ſtriving againſt the world, the fleſh, and 
the devil; for, He will give frength unto his people. He wvill/bleſs his peo- 
* with peace and make them at laſt more than conq s through 
; | 
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m that hath loved them. 


« A feeble ſaint ſhall win the day, 
« 'Tho' death and hell obſtruct the way,” 


Once more; the ſubject is vaſtly important and profitable, as with- 
out the conſideration of the perſonal divinity of the Son, and Spirit ef 
God, the ſcriptures, inſtead of leading in a plain path, involve the at- 
tentive reader in perpetual perplexity. To inſtance in but a few things: _ 
the ſerious reader is deſirous to know the brit an beſt of Beings, what | 
are his diſtinguiſhing properties, not chuſing :o v.orthip he knows not | 
what, or bow before an unknown God: he is co: vinced of the neceſſi- 
ty of the enquiry, as it is declared, He that cometh unto God, muſt believe 
that he is : and is encouraged to proceed, as it i: written, Then ſhall ye 
 - &now; if ye {allow on to kn1w the Lord. But he find himſelf n 

the 
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ne names, properties, perfections, works, and operations, which are in one 
oe aeribed to Jehovah, as if peculiar to deity, being in other places aſ- 
cribed to two creatures; not finding any one criterion in the ſeriptures 
whereby he may diſtinguiſh between the great Infinite, and finite beings. 
Is the enquiry about worſhip ? which it certainly ought to be, he finds it 
written, Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve; 
and that God onght to be loved with a | the heart, ſoul and itrength, and 
worſhipped in ſpirit and in truth. He perceives, that to worſhip and ſerve 
him as required, is naturally due from all his creatures, and is the only way 
whereby they can glorify him; which glory he will not give to another: 
but, behold, here the enquirer is perplexed ; for he reads of thoſe 
who were high in the favour of God, falling down before, and wor- 
ſhipping a creature. The man is ſurprized at their conduct] but on enqui- 
ry, finds ſuch worſhip commanded : for of the Son, he faith, Let all the an- 
gels of God worſhip bim, Heb. i. 6. And to the church he faith of Jeſus, 
He is thy God, and —_— thou him, Pſal. xlv. 11. At this he is quite 
aſtoniſhed, and ready to aſk, what! is the ſolemn prohibition repeated? 
will Jehovah indeed part with his glory ?—- he aſketh advice, and is told by 
ſome, that Jeſus Chrift is an inferior God, and fo ought to be worſhipped 
accordingly. But this only increaſeth, if poſſible, the difficulty; for, the 
ſcriptures are poſitive that there is but one God; and that this one God 
declares, he knows of no other but himſelf, fee Ja. xlin. 10. Beſides, if 
Chriſt be an inferior God, how ſhall a perſon know to what extent, or 
degree, he is to be loved, truſted in and adored, without exceeding what is 
his due, and man's duty: for if ſo, care ſhould be taken left Chriſt be too 
much honoured, and the ſupreme Being offended. As the ſcripture gives 
no information how tar, _ no farther, a man is to love and adore Jeſus 
Chriſt, without incurring guilt, the enquiring ſoul is ſtill in a labyrinth, 
it not appearing probable to him, that the degree of honour due to Jeſus, 1s 
left to the option of men. | | 

Some of late aſſert, that though Chriſt is no more than a man, yet he 
ought to be worſhipped as the Father's inſtrument of good to men. But, 
if ſo, every other inſtrument ſhould be hy. 190m proportionable to the 
degree of their being Employed for good, whether angels or men. Thus, 
initead of the idols being aboliſhed by the goſpel, we ſhould have gods 
many, and lords many. But to us there is but one God the Father, of rom 
are all things, and we in him: and one Lord Jeſus Chrift, by whom are ail 
things, and wwe by him. Howbeit, there is not in every man that kaowiledge, 
1 — 

Some perſons ſay, the worſhip given to Chriſt is founded upon a com- 
mand, therefore is not naturally due to him, which it would, were he truly 
God. Bat a ſerious enquirer would naturally aſk, what are thoſe uncom- 
manded duties which are due to Jehovah ? for it ſeems, that whatever God 
has commanded, was not naturally his right: how then ſhall I know what 
thoſe uncommanded duties are? I mult not ſeek for them in the ſcripture, 
and I am loth to go to. Rome, to which the objection naturally leads. 
the enquirer conſiders creation as a proof of the wiſdom, greatneis, good- 
neſs and grandeur of God, he is again confounded, as the icripture ſpeaks 
of two creating creatures, if Chriſt and the Holy Spirit be not properly 
divine. If he contemplate God, as from everlaſting, behold ! before time 
began, creatures exiſted. If he look to the end of time, and conſider the 


reſurrection as an act peculiar to God; he 1s pleaſed to think that the apo- 


{tle places the credibility of the reſurrection on the author's divinity, why 


ſhould it be thought a thing incredible, that God ſhould raiſe the dead but here 


he is ſtumbled likewiſe, as the reſurrection is attributed to the Son and Spi- 
rit. In fine, it is evident, that there is either no God, or three Gods, or 
elſe 
The Apoftle does not here call the Father Gop, to the excluſion of the Son and Spi- 
It; nor the Son Lon b, to the excluſion of the Father, &c. for our Lord Jeſus is frequent 
ly called God, and the Father and Holy Gnoft, Lord, Of the Father it is ſaid, The ting< 
dems of this wor'!d are became the ringdons. of the Lord, and of bis Chrift.— Now the Lord bs 
chat Spirit. —— But he {peaks in oppolition tothe Gentiles, who had gods many, and lords 
miny, : - 


0 
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elſe three divine Perſons in one God. The laſt of theſe concluſions is free 
from abſurdity, and is agreeable to reaſon ; though for the diſcovery of this 
truth, we are entirely beholden to revelation, e therefore exhort you, 
dear brethren, to keep cloſe to this important article of your holy religion. 
You need not be afraid of truſting Jeſus Chriſt, of honouring him too much, 
or eſteeming him too highly. | 
It is the bounden duty of every ſaint, to honour the Son, even as be honours 
the Father. Conſider your obligations to the ſacred Three: contemplate 
the Father's love, in ſetting you apart for himſelf, before the world was. 
Believers may well ſay, Behold, what manner of love the Father hath beflewed 
on us, that wwe ſhould be called the ſons of God. — Bleſſed be the God and Father of 
eur. Lord Fejus Chrift, <vho hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings, &c. Eph. * 
i. 3. Conſider your obligations to Chriſt, as his purchaſe: you are not your 
own, but hought with a price: therefore. glorify God in your body, and in your 
iris avhich are God's, Your obligations to the Lord the Spirit are great. 
e is the author and inditer of your Bible: Holy men ſpake as they were 
moved by the Holy GH. He is the Lord God of Iſrael—who ſpake by the mouth © 
of bis boly prophets, aubich have been fince the world began, Luke i. 68, 70. He 
is the Lord of the harveſt, who prepares and ſends forth labourers. He is 
the author of all edifying gifts to the church. It is owing to him, that you 
are renewed, and ſtrengthened in your minds. Look to him to\create in 
u a clean heart, and renew a right ſpirit within you. In a word, He that. 


ath an car, let bim bear eviat the Spirit faith unto the churches. — Now unto bim 


that is able to keep you from falling, and to preſent you faultleſs before the preſence 
of his glory, with exceeding jay. To the only wiſe God our Saviour, be glory and 
majeſty, dommion and poxver, both now and ever. Amen. 


Signed on behalf of the Brethren, by ROBERT HALL, Moderator. 
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We met on Tueſday evening, and after ſeeking the Lord by prayer, and chuſing a Mo- 
derator, the letters from the Churches were read, and minutes taken ot their contents. 
After ſettling the work of next dav, we concluded with prayer. Next morning, at fix, 
we met again for prayer, and hearing the General Letter to the Churches, which was read 
by Brother Hall, who had been requeſted to draw it up. It being approved of by us, he 
was appointed to fign it, as Moderator, in the name of the whole. After further time 
ſpent in prayer, we adjourncd till 10 o'ciock, when the public meeting was to have begun, 
but was delayed for ſome time, till a place could be fixed upon to aſſemble, as the meeting- 
houſe would not contain near half the people. We met in a friend's orchard, not far from 
the meeting-houſe, where conveniency being ſoon made for the miniſters to ſtage, and ſeats 
for many of ihe people, {tho* many hundreds could not be ſeated) we began public worſhip 
before 21 o'clock : after finging and prayer, Brother Evans preached frpm Pſa, Ixxx. 194 
Turn us again, O Lord God of beſts, cauſe thy face to ſhine; and ave ſpall be ſaved. And 
Brother Ky/and, ſen. from Rom. iti. 27. Where is boafting then P It is excluded, By what 
law ? of works ? Naz : but by the law of faith. At five o'clock, Brother Hall preached 
from Rev. iii. 22. He that hath an ear, let bim hear wvhat the Spirit faith unto the churches,” 
ext morning we met again for prayer, and relating our experiences, as miniſters, in 
the courſe of the laſt year, which we find on many accounts very advantageous to us. 
Near 12 o'clock, the whole was concluded by prayer. 

As the ſtate of the nation, and of religion, call for humiliatipn and prayer, we earneſtly 
_ Wiſh every good man may cry to the Lord, that judgments may be averted, —our rightful 
ſovereign King George, with his Royal Conſort and Family, abundantly bleſſed; and every 
enemy to the illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover confounded z—that peace may be honorably re- 
Rored, and firmly eftabliſhed z—religion univerſally revived, and God in and by all glorified, 

Added to the Churches 73 More, Four of theſe were reſtored, 1 5 17 
z 107 Note, Of theſe, 28 are dead, one is diſmiſſed by letter, 
. 3 and ſe en excluded. ; 
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Agreed to hold the next Aſſociation at Olebam, in the county of Rutland, on Wedneſday 
in Whirſun week, The miniſters and metſengers to meet the evening before. Brother 
Hepper and Brother Fuller to preach z and in caſe of failure, Brother Guy, or Brother 
Moreton. Put up at the George, | 
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